Frequently Asked Questions about the Perspectives Course

WHICH LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION DO YOU RECOMMEND?
There are 3 levels: Key Reading, Certificate and College Credit. We recommend the middle, Certificate, level for most
students. It combines a bit more reading and accountability so that there is optimal heart/mind transformation.

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO SOMEONE WHO IS NOT A “READER” IN LIGHT OF THIS COURSE EQUIRING A LOT OF
READING?
The reading is very interesting and engaging for most people. The few more technical articles can be skipped if it
becomes a problem. Many students find themselves reading more than is required because it is transforming stuff. For
the true non-reader, the key-reading requirements are shorter. The gist of the lesson can be learned by reading only the
Study Guide and attending the lectures.

DOES IT MATTER IF I MISS ONE OF THE FIFTEEN CLASSES IF I HAVE A CONFLICT?
No. There are online videos of each session that can be watched at your convenience, or you are free to visit one of the
other classes in the three-class loop to hear the instructor.

ARE THERE OPTIONS FOR CATCHING UP IF I HAVE A CONFLICT ON THE DAY/TIME MY CLASS MEETS?
Yes. See answer to previous question above.

DESRIBE WHAT I CAN EXPECT FROM ONE OF THE CLASS SESSIONS?
We usually begin with prayer, have a worship video or live worship song together to help us focus on God’s presence
and priorities. Then we invite our instructor for the evening to begin the first of two, 50-minute sessions, with a 15 min
break between them. Sometimes we have some small group discussion. The class is designed to bring heart
transformation from three components: personal interaction, reading and in person instruction.

DO YOU HAVE ANY RECOMMENDATIONS ABOUT TAKING THE COURSE ALONE VERSUS GETTING OTHERS TO TAKE IT
WITH YOU?
Either are excellent. Taking it alone can provide opportunity to meet new friends. Shared learning may have some
mutual accountability advantages and perhaps provide a core group for promoting a class at a new location in the
future.
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WHAT KIND OF NEXT STEPS HAVE YOU PERSONALLY OBSERVED BY THOSE WHO HAVE TAKEN THE PERSPECTIVES
COURSE?
I have seen that everyone becomes more aware of God’s Global purpose and how they can participate in it. We partner
with several local ministries that make suggestions for future involvement. Several folks have become international
student friendship partners and have also provided transportation to IFI activities. Some alumni are serving overseas as
Language and Music teachers, others have helped with refugee relief here and overseas, and many have become more
involved with their church. We reference an OMF video called 6-ways to reach God’s world. These include: Learning,
Prayer, Sending, Welcoming, Going and Mobilizing. Click on this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dNaQnUbIQFo

WHERE CAN I GET ANSWERS IF I HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?
A good place to begin is the Perspectives.org website.
Another place would be to contact your local Perspectives class coordinator or our area mobilizer (Cincinnati), Paul
Butler, at paul.butler@perspectives.org

WHO SHOULD TAKE PERSPECTIVES?
The short answer is anyone who wants a closer walk with the Lord, who is serious about gaining a deeper understanding
of His ultimate purpose in the world. It's for anyone who wants to learn how to strategically invest their lives in seeing
God glorified; for anyone who wants to gain insight and direction that will help them to impact their generation.
If the above describes you, no matter what your age or position, Perspectives is for you!

WHAT MAKES PERSPECTIVES UNIQUE?
There are many answers to that question. Perspectives has a unique focus. Perspectives has a long and singular track
record in the business of opening students' eyes to the Bible, world history, international culture, and God's purpose for
it all in a way that no other course can offer.
Perspectives is also unique in that a different expert teaches each of the 15 sessions. This allows you to be exposed to
people who specialize in the area they cover.
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WHAT ARE THE ENROLLMENT TYPES?
Note that not all classes offer all the following levels. Check the registration form for your class to see what levels are
available to you. Link to registration page on 'my class'.
Certificate level earns a certificate of completion from the US Center for World Mission. It is the recommended level
(over key reading) for getting the full impact of the course. The instructors are fantastic, but about 90% of the course is
in the text, and at this level students are kept accountable to read. This level is required by several mission sending
agencies, committees, etc. for candidacy, and is required if someone wants to coordinate Perspectives in the future.
The work involves about 2 - 3 hours reading per week, with weekly homework over the reading, and a project due at the
end of the class.
Undergraduate credit is roughly 3-5 hours reading per week, with weekly homework over the reading, 2 exams, and a
paper (10-15 pages) due at the end of the class. As with graduate credit, if students are planning on transferring credit,
it is their responsibility to check with their advisor to ascertain their school's policy on transferring credit into their
program.
Graduate credit is roughly 5-7 hours reading per week, with weekly quizzes on the reading, 2 exams (including several
essay questions), and a paper (18-20 pages) due at the end of the class. Depending on the credit-granting school, there
may be additional work required. As with undergraduate credit, if students planning on transferring credit, it is their
responsibility to check with their advisor to see ascertain their school's policy on transferring credit into their program.
Key Reading is not offered at every location. Students attend class, read a few key articles each week, and complete
five personal responses (reflections on what they are learning) throughout the semester.

HOW MUCH DOES PERSPECTIVES COST?
The costs vary depending on your enrollment option and location. Every class web site has a page for displaying the
current fees for the local class. Please refer to your local class site.
Perspectives Alumni: If you have taken Perspectives on the World Christian Movement in the past, you can take the
course again for free or a very minimal cost. Look for the Alumni - Key Reading option when registering.

WHY DOES PERSPECTIVES COST SO MUCH?
In reality, the Perspectives course is a bargain. Each session costs a little more than going to a movie, but offers a far
better return than mere entertainment. You are getting a glimpse into the eternal purpose of God in a way you will
never forget. If you look at it in terms of investment instead of cost, the value of the course will far exceed the money
invested.
The fees for the class are based on the travel expenses for speakers, administrative costs, costs for class materials, etc.
This is necessary to ensure the quality of the program.
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HOW DO I REGISTER?
All students must register online, although they have the choice of paying online or in class. Students can preregister or
go to the first class and register on the spot. Use the Find A Class search to find your local class, and then register on the
class page.

WHO WILL TEACH THE CLASSES?
Perspectives instructors are professors, missionaries, ministry experts and pastors from all over the US, in addition to
local missions’ experts and pastors. Each local class will post up a list of scheduled instructors on the local class web site.

WILL CHILDCARE BE PROVIDED?
Use the 'Find A Class' search to find a local class near you. The local class coordinator may post up additional details for
the class on their local web site, including if they are offering child care. Contact them for more information.

WHERE WILL THE CLASSES BE HELD?
Every Perspectives class is unique to the area they are hosting. Many classes are hosted at local churches, event centers,
and school auditoriums. Use the 'Find A Class' to search for a local class near you to learn more.

HOW OFTEN DO CLASSES MEET?
Check your class schedule on your class home page to see the dates and times for your class. Most classes are held once
a week for 15 weeks, plus an additional week or two for a break or special activity.

I TOOK PERSPECTIVES IN THE PAST. IS THERE A DISCOUNTED RATE FOR ME TO TAKE IT AGAIN?
If you have already taken Perspectives, you may take the class at Key Reading level for free or a minimal cost. It will cost
the grading fee to take it at Certificate level (around $30), and the grading and credit fee to take it for college credit.
Please pre-register as an alumnus online (go to 'Register Now') if you plan to attend most classes. Check with your local
class for the details.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I CAN'T ATTEND THE CLASS ONE WEEK?
You will miss out on an outstanding speaker and fellowship with your classmates! In addition, there are often a limited
number of classes you can miss if you take the class at credit level before your grade is lowered. Contact your site
coordinator if you have specific questions about this. It will be outlined in the syllabus.

page 4 of 5

Frequently Asked Questions about the Perspectives Course

PERSPECTIVES SOUNDS GOOD, BUT WHAT IF AFTER I ATTEND THE FIRST SESSION, I DECIDE IT'S NOT FOR ME?
No problem. You may attend the first two sessions for free, and if you decide you can't continue with Perspectives, you
may stop. Some classes have a non-refundable registration fee, so if you register in advance you will not get that back.
Check with your site coordinator for details. Otherwise, you have nothing to lose.

WHAT ARE THE COURSE REQUIREMENTS, GRADING SCALE, AND OTHER DETAILS FOR CREDIT AND CERTIFICATE?
That is listed in the syllabus. To see if you can get a copy before the class, contact your site coordinator.

CAN I TAKE PERSPECTIVES FOR CREDIT?
Perspectives has either been approved as a course by or has transferred in the past to many universities and seminaries.
However, whether credit is offered or not, and who it is offered from, varies from class to class. Check your class'
enrollment options for more information.

I AM A TEACHER AT A CHRISTIAN SCHOOL. CAN I GET CONTINUING ED CREDITS?
Perspectives on the World Christian Movement has been approved by ACSI for Continuing Education Units (CEU) for
Biblical Studies and Educational Studies. Earn 3 Biblical CEUs and 4 Educational CEUs for use toward a Teaching
Certificate Renewal. For application and instructions, click here (doc).

CAN I START A PERSPECTIVES CLASS IN MY AREA?
If you complete the requirements for doing so, yes! You need to have a coordinator who has completed Perspectives at
Certificate level and been trained at a Perspectives Coordinator Workshop (PCW). Contact us for more details
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